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Hiidsu Miyake’s Outlook on Jujutsu

Kazuaki Yorizumi V

[Abstract]

Many of the studies on the development and promotion of physical education and sports
in modern Japan focus on the names of foreign contributors and the achievements of Japa-
nese physical education leaders at that time. In contrast, few of the achievements of Japa-
nese medical scientists playing important roles around the same time have been reported.

This study therefore focuses on Hiidsu Miyake (1848—1938) , the chair of the Faculty
of Medicine at Tokyo University and the only Japanese medical scientist who participated
in the Kenjutsu-Jujutsu-Chosa held in 1883, and aims to reveal the opinion he expressed
about Japanese traditional martial arts, especially Jujutsu, based on his remaining hand-
written notes for presentations and handwritten drafts.

As a result, the study found that he showed no negative opinion on Jujutsu and rather
held a high appreciation and understanding for it.

However, it was found that in a presentation performed in 1900 Miyake recommended

“sports” for women at that time instead of Jujutsu.
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