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A Study about Folk Football Games Playing Now in Britain
— About the situation, transformation and meaning of continuing the game —

Norihisa YOSHIDA

[Abstract]

This study primarily examines the forms of folk football that continue to be played in
Britain and how they have survived, adapting themselves to modernisation. Additionally,
it considers the ideal styles of modern sports, using folk football survivals.

Folk football games being currently played in 17 towns or villages in Britain were
observed and categorised according to the characteristics of their players and spectators.
Further, the factors leading to the continuing existence of these folk football games were
examined, followed by a detailed discussion regarding their escape from extinction. The
currently played folk football games have certain interesting points of difference from
their modern counterparts that are controlled by rules. Nevertheless, such games have
adopted the aspects of modernisation, and their current form differs from their earlier
instantiations. It can also be observed that locals are the main participants in such games.
While rules and environments may change, the pleasure people experience through the
sports remains the same. The efforts of players in keeping the pleasure of the original
sport alive are a suitable object lesson for how and why people participate in modern
sports. An observation of sports participants can also help us realise what is needed to
maintain and develop sports.

The above research reveals how the study of folk football turns into precious material
to contextualise sports in the 21st century to investigate the reason sports are played.

Keyword: folk football, play context, transformation, meaning of continuing the game
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